Sex teacher
neglected
by husband

By CHRISTINE CAULFIELD

THE husband of a teacher who had a
sexual relationship with aschoolboY told a |
court yesterday he was partly to blame.

Plumber Stephen Ellis said wayward wife
Karen Louise Ellis, 37, was under strain at
home because he was away and neglecting
her when she began her illicit affair.

In the Victorian Countk//I Court to support
the mother of three, Mr Ellis said he
travelled interstate for work often and had
ignored his wife's needs. _

"She sometimes indicated that | did not
show enough affection towards her. If | had
seen those problems | probably would have
stopped going away," he said. )

Mr Ellis said he had moved out of their
Eltham North home briefly after learning of
the affair but had since returned and now
wanted to repair the marriage. )

Hlis pleaded guilty yesterday to having sex
with the teenager ‘while her husband was
away on business last year.

The affair be%an in September, when the
Ball‘ exchanged kisses in the school gym, and

lossomed into a sexual relationship.

The court heard the physical education
teacher had unprotected séx with her pupil
six times in the Ellis
family home be- -
tween October 10
and Novenmber 24.

She sent amost 500 .
text messages to thel *
boy's mobile phone in} =
three months and re- o
ceived 123 phone mes-
sages from him. The b
affair was reveded
when the boy's mother
saw the two gettin
into Ellis' car outside
theDschooI. h i

urin er police
interviev%, EIIisp ac- My fault .. Stephen
knowledged the rela- Ellis outside court
tionship “was inappropriate and unlawful
but said she had not really considered his
ageat thetime. )

'I'm not blaming [h|m] because he was only
15 for God's sake, It was nmy fault," she told
investigators. "Of course it was wrong, it
should never have happened.” )

The boy, who cannat be named, failed Year
10 and severed all contact with his immediate
family after the affair ended. Henow lives with
his grandparents and is studying at TAFE.

Ellis resigned from her teaching position
but has kept in contact with the teenager, who
is now 16. He appeared a yesterday's hearing
to show support for Hlis and told the court he
was not scarred by their relationship and did
not consider himself avictim. )

Defence lawyer Brian Bourke said the
pair's relationship was forbidden only in the
eyes of the law and asked the court fo spare
his client jail. . .

Judge John Smallwood said Ellis had
committed a crime against the community,
whether or not the boy considered himself'a
victim. But he admitted the boy's consent
was a mitigating factor and might allow Ellis
to avoid the "inevitable" prison term. He will
hand down his sentence next Wednesday .

‘It was wrong' ... teacher Karen Ellis zesterdez




It's been celebrated in flms such as The Graduate but these real-life cases of affairs between adults
and youngsters raise serious moral guestions - and possible double-standards, writes NORRIE ROSS

AVIN Maxwell Hopper

and Karen Louise Ellis are

both sexual predators who

had carnal relationships

with young people in their
care.

They both taught physical edu-
cation and seriously breached the
bond of trust that should exist
bet ween ateacher and a pupil.

Hopper, 48, seduced a 14-year-old
girl for several years in the 1980s
and Ellis had a brief affair with a
15-year-old boy last year.

But while Hopper was jailed in
August for 3 and 1/2 years with a
minimum term of two years and
three months, Ellis, 37, walked free
from court this week.

Sentencing Ellis to a 22-month
suspended jail term, Judge John
Smallwood said no comparison
could be made with the Hopper case.

"Even a cursory examination of
the circumstances relating to Hop-
per reveal the fallacy of that,"
Judge Smallwood said.

No two cases are the same in the
eyes of thelaw but the differences
bet ween Hopper and Ellis were
marked and had little to do with
the gender of their victims.

Ellis was not treated more
leniently than Hopper because she
had sex with a boy who seemed
happy about it.

According to the evidence in his
trial, Judge Graeme Crossley's sen-
tencing remarks and other evidence
that has come to light, Hopper was a
cunning sexual hunter who sought
out young girlsto seduce.

Hopper was notorious at Wesley

Gavin Maxwell Hopper

o School teacher Gavin

" | Hopper was described as a
"sexual hunter" who was
notorious for his predatory
behaviour at Melbourne's
Wesley College

College for his attraction to young
girls and his predatory behaviour.

Judge Crossley noted Hopper
had no remorse. He played his
victim along, enmeshed her in a
suffocating relationship from
which she felt she could not escape
and shattered her emotionally.

Elliss relationship with the boy
was in some senses naive for a
woman her age. They went to the
movies like an ordinary couple and
held hands.

The affair was brief and Ellis and
the boy had sex at her North Eltham
home in a sx-week period. She
behaved like a teenager and bom-
barded him with SM S messages like
he was her boyfriend.

The law also gives generous sen-
tencing discounts for people who
are prepared to admit their

uilt. Hopper denied all

nowledge of the sexual
relationship with hisvictim,

o He had an affair with a
14-year-old girl in the 1980s
for which he is now sening a
3Y2year jail tem

Karen Louise

Ellis

o School teacherKaren Ellis
had an affair with a 15-year-
old boy who has stated
publicly that he suffered no
damage from the encounter

o The court declined to give
the Melbourne teacher a jail
tem in part because she had
suffered enough through the
shame it brought on her and
her husband

tried to paint her as deranged and
made her go though a harrowing
County Court trial.
UDGE Crossley said Hopper's
offending brought about a sg-
nificant change in his victim's
personality and led to years of
psychological problems for her.

Hopper commented unfavour-
ably on the young girl's figure and
she developed an eating disorder
as she groveto please her demand-
ing and domineering lover.

Unlike Hopper, Ellis admitted
her offending a the earlieg
opportunity and pleaded guilty to
all the charges againg her.

The mother-of-three admitted
the affair was her fault and not the
boy's. A sexual relationship be-
tween a teacher and a pupil was
wrong, she admitted.

Ellis knows that her suspended
sentence meansthat if she offends

again she will go sraight to
jail and, unlike Hopper, she had
some remorse.

_ Although it was not the most
important consideration in her
sentence, the fact that her

victim did not believe he was a
victim was important.

Hopper is a deazy, evil man who
used his victim like apuppet. Ellis
is a foolish woman who romanti-
cally attached herself to a boy less
than half her age.

She abused histrust but not in a
deeply nasty way like Hopper. She
also knew she was wrong and
admitted her guilt.

That's why Hopper went to jail
and Ellis walked free.

What do you think of these two
cases?




Kommenmupyem cmam vio:

1.

1.Yto mpomonuio? B Asrycte u Hosi6pe 2004 rona B ABcTpanuu ObU1o ABa
CyAeOHBIX 3aceIaHusl 10 OYEHb MOX0KHUM KP UMHUHAIIBHBIM JiesiaM. TOJIBKO B
OJIHOM CJIyYae, My KUMHa, MPU3HAHHBI M BUHOBHBIM MOJY4 1 3,5 TO/1a TIOPHMBI, B
JPyroM cliydae, )KeHIIMHA, P 3HAHHAS. BHHOBHO M, YIILJIA M3 Cy/ia CBOOO/THOM,
NOJIy4UB YCJIIOBHO 3 rojia.

Urak, T'eiisun Xonmep (48 net) — na, 1a, TOT CAMBIIA. .. .., CAMBIi
BBICOKOOIUIAY MBAEM bIil T€ HHUC HbI i TPEHEP B ABCTpaJIvK, KOTOPBIA TPEHUPOBAJ
Mapka @ niniumnoycuca u JIp. TCHHUCHBIX 3B€3/1 IEPBO W BEJIMUHUHBI, XO35IMH
C00CTBEHHOM LIKOJIBI 60JIbIIOTO TeHHUCA B ABcTpanuu! Jla, IMEHHO OH HOJy4u
3,5 roia TIOPbMBI.

3auto? Oxa3bIBaeTCs, KOraa eMy 0bu10 29 JIeT, OH padoTall NPOCTHIM yIUTEIEM
(GMBKYITYPBI B IKOJIE W JKWJI TIOJIOBOM )KM3HBIO CO CBOeH 14-Tu neTHe
yuenune# nout tpuroaa. Oto 6suio 19 net wazan!!!! Ceituac (B 2004 roxy),
KOT/Ia 3TOT YeJIOBEK (yXKe JaBHO UMEIO LM COOCTBEHHYIO CEMBIO) CTall 0UCHb
MPECTIKHBIM TPEHEPOM 1 O0TaThIM YesI0BeKOM, 3Ta (yxe 33-X JeTHsis ) Jama
BCIIOMHMJIA TO, YTO OKAa3bIBAETCS «Isi/IbKa MPOBO I BPEMs MEXIY €€ HOT»,
korza et 6610 14 net. Korna ona ctana Mmyxuka puHaHCOBO IIaHTa)KMPOBATh, a
OH OTKa3zaJicst e€ comepxkath (3T0 MOUYeMy-TO HE YTOUHSIETCS B CY/E), TO MoAana B
cyn uck Ha mero!!!!

Hpyras ctopona menamu. Yxe B Oxra6pe-Hos6pe 2003 roga, 37-Mu neTHss
xeHi rHa, Kapen Dmie, mkosbHasg yd uTesIbHULA GU3KYJIBTYPhI, MaTh TPO UX
JeTeH, 10KIaBIINCh TOT0, KOTAa € MYX-CAHTEX HUK YeIeT B JPYToi rOpo 1 Tio
paboTe, 3atammwia k cede (mpu geTsax) omMoi cBoero 15-tu eTHero yueHuka u
TaK)Ke Tapy MecsIEeB «IIPOBOJWIa BCE CBOE CBOOOHOE BpEMS Y HETO MEXKIY
Hor»! Mama 15-Tu neTHero nape HbKa MX «3acTyKaja» U [0oJala Ha Y4 UTeJIbHULLY
B CYA. YUHTEIbHUIL YBOJIMIIN C pabOTHI, Cy/] IPHU3 HAMI €€ «BHHOBHOU YCIOBHO» U
OTIyCTUJI IOMOIL

[TocmoTpuM Teneps Ha TO, KaK CyAbU MPOKOMMEHTHPOBATH CBOU PEIICHHIS .
Xommep — nojJjiel, Tak Kak OH «3acTaBJsii» 14-TH JIETHIOIO JIEBOUKY
COXHTEJILCTBOBATH ¢ HUM (cO ciioB 33-seTHe i fambi). [Ipu 3ToM, y HE€ B Iepro
UX OTHOIICHUH HAapyIIWIach NCUXHUKA, YTO TMOBIEKIIO 3a COOOH «IIpoBaj MaMsaTH
Ha 19 e (3asBuia 00 3TOM TOJBKO uepe3 19 neT) u paccTpoiCTBO MUTAHUS
(vctbIThIBAA 3aTpyMHEHMS NpU npuéMe tmiH). [Ipu sTom Xormmep He cyuTaeT
ce0st BUHOBHBIM — Kakoii Haren! 3a31o oH (MyXUK) moydmt 3,5 J1eT TIOpbMbI
cnyctsa 19 ner.

Dnuc xe, YyBCTBYET ce0s1 BUHOBATOM M OCO3HAET TO, YTO €CIIU B TCUCHUH
YCIOBHOTO cpoka (3 roa) oHa OrsiTh OyIeT CHOIATHCSI ¢ MasiosieTHUM U ( 10 16
JIeT), TO TOT/Ia OHA TIOWAET B TIOPhMY. boJjiee Tor0, e yYeHHK €O BepIIe HHO
JTOBOJICH TPOU30MIEAIINM, HIKOTO HE 0OBHHSET U HE MPOTHB TOTO, YTOOBI

PO TOJIKHUTH SKCTIEPUMEHTHI ¢ OBIBIICH yIUTEILHUIE 1, TaK Kak eMy yxe 16 net u
«y)Ke MOHO 10 3akoHy»! Ho camoe riiaBHO€ TO, 4TO MYX «MY>K-CaHTEXHHK»

700 pOBOJILHO MPHU3HAT C€0s BUHOBHBIM B TOM, YTO HE YEJISI JOIDKHOTO



BHUMaHHS CBOEH )KEHe, KOra ye3>kal Ha 3apab0OTKH B IPYyTrOi ropo, 4To
MOBJICKIIO 332 c000# Takoe ToBeIeHNUE ero 37-JieTHEH KeHbl. BOT IMEeHHO 110
ATOMY, pa3 BUHOBHBI M Hal/IeH, TO DJUTHC HE OyIET NOoCaXeHa B TIOPbMY MPHU
MaKCUMaJIbHOM CpPOKE 3a 3T0 mpecTyruieHue 15 neT!

(«Mama yueHHK a» Ha «MY)Ka-CaHTeXHHUKa», KAk BUHOBHOT'O BO BCEM 3TOM JIejIe
HCK B Cy/1 NOKa enié He nojaina...... .. B03MOXHO, «MYyXy-CaHTEXHUKY» NpHUIETCS
oTBeuars nepen 3akonom! TTocmoTpum. )

B ABc1panum Bce B WIETKOM M3YMJICHUU» 00 CYKITH MPOUCIIEAIIee emme
MPUMEPHO MeCHI], HO MOTOM BCE mocTeneHHo 3a0buioch! Pobko 3anarotes
BOIPOCHI: «A 4TO, B ABCTpaJIMU NPABOCYANUE OTAEIbHO JJIsl My>KUYMH U OTIEJbHO
IS JKEHIITUH 75

A Bul .., kak Oymaeme?



